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CHAPTER IX.—COSTISUED,

Presently, 8 man who wes buried in a
newspaper al somo distapee rose, stretched
himself, and approached

o did not ook et Childer, but paused
with kis back to him, and began humming o
ppulur air. “Clipper ™ he said, suddenly,
over his shonlders,

It wes the signal for swwhich Lyman had
boon walting. yet Ne startal visivly, while
the gloom on his fucs desponed,

“Av.ay? 1
o™ Lie

1 tale tour

after call-

HINeS fere G 1
be kind endvpah to o
41 ¥

business wi

T i 2 >

oAl fn good thne, boss.  Pleasure first,
business ufterwards, Which Iwin’ the case,
mebde you kin tell me how the gentieman
waylaid tother night!™

udden gloam shot through the gloom

It doesn’t say wuch for yon If that ia the
hest you can do,” be answered, coolly. “The
friend you wquire for will soon be able to
cail on you, und will, I have ro doubt. You
heve made a better job of it.”

*"Twasnt me made that try, boss. Ketch
this kid nappin’, will yer! But say! fer a
nickel 1 eould tell you the two as did—whoe'd
do it over again, "theut @ mistale, if they had
@ leetlo coaxin’.”

CHAPTER X
AN TMNFASY CONSUIENCE,

A faint smile duwned on the lip of Lyman
Childer. He looked strright back into his
companion’s eyes without spealing. It was
the Jatter who began to twist and redden
uncomfortably.

“You're a regular gimblet tn mo through
abady.” he complaine. ~Why don™t you
sav samethin't Tdon't Lie folls as takes
it all out ia thinkin®.*”

“Shall | repeat your own elegant remark
of ‘catch this kid nsapping " My friend, you
did non send the mmessage which brought
me T this hole sitiply to saske that proposi-
thon to me. Keep w f 1o the busineas
whibeh it
to heor,”"" & 1
from an i1lawri

Lit's that 1sent ‘to soc you about.
i anto the track of the cove what
1it. If yoa hire me for the job,
u inter the disch—I'l corner him
s0 tizht thut lies can't save him.™

“Apother detective in the field, eh?™ still
with that slizht, mocking smile playing up-
on his countewanes, <<t s
ciple of *set n thief to catch a thief” that you
offer yourself, I suppose @™

“Lawik you, boss,"” suid the man, impress-
ively: *if you wor'n't with me you conldn’t

say things lile that here and gzet off seott |

freo.  Fur your owo.good, be a leetle guiet-
er.  An’ uow what do v savi™”

“Whea 1 bave any M
prackaze, 1 will let ¥
shail I eall vou ™

“Tom Riddle s my name
a oood eaough handie for mae’”

“Well, then, Red T 1 respectfilly in-
form you that 1 hive n v of your serv-
lees  The regular detoctives cauployed are
geod enoigh for me™

“They're n thousand miles off from the
truth an' goin’ fesder, . You'll nevir get
them "ere goods back through the dotectives,
sir, unless someboly biows the schemo that
wiks worieed.”

Lyman looked at him inguir E
expected him to soy somethinge more, but
us wotling wore canre, he apswered. guiets

=) ‘

ahont that
ww, Mr.—What

Red Tom is

“You shoull offer ‘ices to the
express company ;s ther moght ve neoid of
thom, I have not. If that 18 tha end end
alm of vour desiveé 1o 500 e, We may as
woll ciose sur interview now."

Resd Tom lesned towsed bim and dropped
his voioe even lower i i2s assured snd con-
tidential tona.

“Mebby you’d ruther hirve mo nof to track
the papers an” the thiof, boss. 'm us vpen
to that sort of business as t'other, Think
it over for a minit afor ¥ uo.”

There wus a chiange in
face, try as he would to

“What do you mean !

“ Jestthis: I've heerd thut vou've come
fntow fortune, boss. Now, s'posen them
'Ore papers wis moeant to rp it avay from
¥you, 8 pos it “ud be a sight botter fur you
if they never got to you—it ‘ud be worth
while payin® a feller o Iot tho busincss
alone, wouldw®t it?  Kiznd of a foriunit
thing, that ‘ere robbery, in sich a case.
8'posen again that the feller who g them
papers was all-fired mad whes he found
what they was-thought he was makin® a
big haul und found himsolf left. Ngenlly.
he wauls (o kuow bow lo lara e Lung to
the best account, aa” we'll 8'pose, furder,
that he appiuts me us 8 So-betwieon toste

Bemee=
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HEV ME X0T T0

SMEBEY YOU'D RUTHER
THACK TUE TIIEF, Bosi!"”

THE TILIES.’

|
* B enoe

1 the prin- |

throw me sut of the fortume. 1 shonld
certainly make a fight for it if such papers
came up. but [ don’t believe in them. Tell
me plainly what you are efter—to palm of
somethin: of that surt va me for a consid-
eration!™
| “Now. biss, as a2 man of honor, you'd
| neyer want to s'e any thing of "em, you
konow. "Tein't needful that you «Aoe'd beliere
in'em. My frieud’s in no grest hurry, an’
| you kin take yvour own time to think what
| you'd lilze to do fur him, but U'm out o
work jest now, an' I'd kind o' like to cou-
sider myself under hire to you.”
| “Were speaking for your (siend or

.J —oun Bergman's account "

| Red Tom grinoed. *J reckon either of
us ‘ud bz good fura job o that kind. Tall
wyom, boss, it 7l be worth your while to tuke
e up. You kin giveme a retaipie' fee—
not here, I'U utside with you. Then, if
¥ou wants me, you have only to send a let-

| ter in care of Mike Maloney, ot this "erc
hotel.”

“You don’t suppose I have much money
| about me ou a trip of this kind, do you!?
| Here is a ten<dollar bill—you are welcome

toit. You shall hear from meif 1 ever
have need of vou.”

*All right, boss. Whan kin] bhave your
“ answer for my friend ™

“When I see you again. Tell yourfriend |
| not to build very lugh. Imuy uot cure 2o |

| make terms with him.™
There was a visitor awaiting Mr. Childer
‘ whean ia reachied his home 4t a someavhat
| lster hour—a visitor whom Cirol had been
eutertaizing, though she did oot lite the
task

15in¢
lizs Carol teils 1
he Good  San
Now role for you, isn’t !
iv hadn' agreed wikh yos.

nt first seeineing
himseli 1o be the agrécable host.

They went into Lyman’s rosm to cnjoy a
cigar when the meas! was over.

“Cozy little crib," remarked Ingot, “Yon
have things froctand easy here, but T sap-
pose you'll be changing your e of living
now, and go for the high-and-mighty, more
in the Everleizh style.,”

I “I shall not make auy clinnge, for a time,
|' at least.”
“Well, 1 think that’s the sensible plan.
*There's many o slip,’ and dead folis are
sometimes as contrary as living ones—
found to have changed their minds at the
last minute. Your affairs are settled past
any chauce for that, aren’t they? By the
way, was it this relative of yours wha so
lately shuffled off tho mortul coil who left a
clear quarter of a million to his native State
‘out of regurd for the laws which had pro-
tected him and his property for sixty odd
yeurs "™
| *The same. DBut his lawyer advises us to
| be satistied with what we have received
| rather than to contest the will"!
| *Hem! JT: gota a slice under it. I sup-
| pose.  But it’s better than being lefy out al-
i together. No chance for the Everieigh in
that ¢ise, esh
| I don't know that there is achaace as
" it is."
The mondiness which had heen banished
n's brow clouded it again. He
was thinking of that afternoon visit to the
wonnded ex-messeager, and of Miss Ever-
leagh's undisguised intprost in the latter,
Ingot seemed to divine his thoughts,
| *Oh, vou're safe enough if you don’t let

Bergman cut you out. DBy the wuay, it’s
| lueks for vou I took o notion 1o your sister
| Carol instead of the charming Althea.
| Without being vain, I may say that [ eould
| block your little gaume there i 1 wished. It
| suits me very well 43 it is.”
| Was thers any thing hidden under the

words to muake Lyman Childer study him

| from L,

| furtively and upcasily! The book-keeper

was apparently unconsgious of his scruo-
tiny.

“If 1did not know I had bumned Farra-
kor's letter iothe lastscrap, I should fear
he had an inkling of that matter,” thought
Lyman. %1 wouldn't liko him to get a hoid
on me.”

CHAPTER XL
A LITTLE KEY.
A fow days lator Carel hed 2 noto from

Miss Evericigh, asking her to muke the lat-
| ter a weell's visit.

“Toll your brother 1 am not selfish enough
to take yo
| spend the ¢
| of the ms
| to herself,
! Lyman's conse

distay, 1
unfavorabl;s

“Wao must oot prezume too much upon her

goodnass,” he caid,  “Ithink, Curol, we had
better Leen toour own quict life »

“Now, brother Lymau, you don't think
| any thinz of the kind. At deast 1 don't

What would he the use of good fortune com-
ing to s if 2 not ¢ iz the ploas-
vre of it! Bt would disappaint ¥ot a8 much
las ot 1 go, and you know it

“Would it diseppaint ¥
| Lyman, slinost wistfully.

casn, g0, 1l seeas to siysell”
| Carol was groeted most warly by Miss
| Everlelgh, anld kept for a hall-hour’s chat

in the room which was to ba hors during
bBerstay. Thea they wenot down to the

nings with us," ran onoelause
», and Carol smiled knowingiy
iinking that this would make
ut certuin, but much to her

drawiag-roor, but Althea turned buck at

she smd. “Yon will find o
i me 8 mo-
ment, ploes 3
| ing-zown ar 1
idea it was so late””

8o Carol enterad nlone, and & young man
who rose rather lListless!y outof a deep
lounging chair, flushed suddenly radiant in
the genuiness of his surprise.

“Ba, yow are the exporied visitor!™ he

exclaitz~l. “How delightful! Do you know, |

I was hall dreading the mexting with

Al:hea's youny lady frisad, and folt in-

clined to beat & retreat without coremony.
!'Tam not drii’el in the wars of society, as

¥ou probahly kaow, and am vory casily put

out of countenance. You don’t know what
1 & roliaf—what o ploasure this is™"

&1 e4n imiazine,” leughod Carol, mentally
| deeiding that ho was bhandsomeor for the
| state of invalidism he had passced throagh.
| He told her that he had been gaining every
! day, and oaly submitted to Althea's do-
! mands upon him beocause ho had nothing

dofinite in view—not that he folt the need
of further rost.

Btiil, it wras proved that he wasnot averse |

to petting, and the two girls vied in mak-
| ing the time pass pleasantly for him. Mr,

4 | Rverleish was well pleased at haviag the

roung mun there; Norris caught his eyes
oo kim now and then, with a speculative
look in them, and the young man found
hims21f Blushing as he tried to docids what
it mean®,
l “If it wene 10t toa presumptuons to sap-
posa, I ahould say he thinks 1 am malking
love to Althen and is not averse o it; but
then he would not be unkind to a coal-
beavor if she wero to fancy him.  Now, I
| know sheis only kind to meas o sister m to
a brother, but—but—i wish she did not
showw it quite 30 much at all times.™

This thought came whon Carol began to |
draw away from them in the evenings. |

| Norris thought he read a suspicion of some-
| thing which did not please her in her looks;
| and. in truth, Carol was disappainted that

yoursce!f when you made me your first offer |

u awsy without expecting him to |

aa sacned 1 nogand the plas |

w'at kin be did sbout 5. That “ud explain  Miss Everleizh manifestod no zreat interest
any thing you want to krow, wonldn't #t4 ' |n her brother as the days went by, Ly-

W'l eay that that's the way the thing man had net availed himself of his invita- | plana

stands now.,” | tion, and when Carol made inquiries, Mr.
The color came and wont in Lyman's | Everleigh roported him stecped in business,
face, there was 4 livad line cbout his wouth, | taking more on his shoulders than there
his hands trembled. i was ony need, in faci, yet it was evident
“I don’t know how you came into your | that the senior partner was pleased at the
knowiodge of my affuirs.”” he said. It | enterprise of his young associate.
woukl be nouse to ask you. If you hold However, toward the end of the week he
tho papers you spank of they may have came, and if he was annoyed ot finding
told you something, but I refuse to beliove | Norris thore, he did not show it. The in-
they could possibly do what you intimate— l evitable business was not out of his mind

y=t, anparently, for he and Mr. Everleigh
, retired to the study, and Norris was sum-

moued to join them after the first haif-hous.

*I've been turning over an idea all weelk,
and pow that Childer is bere, it is time to
' speakof it. We are bound to nead extra
belp. You, Lyman, have just been showing

| me Low we ean extend our connections, but
an iron map could not stand the work you
are laying out for yourseif. Now, here is

Norris with nothing to do, and he i3alad I

can trust. Why should we not take him in,

give lum a clergship first, with the promise
| of advancing him to the cashier's pince! 1
um sure we can't do better, nor, 1 think,
cay he.”

“There can be no doubt about the last.™
said Norris, gratefully, then looked search-
ingly at Childer in on efort 1w read lus
thoughts.

The younger partner had & sct smile on
his face, but beneath it Norris faucied he
could detect reluctance and dislike, though
what he said was mildly in favor of the
plan.
“Any one you recommeni, Mr. Everleigh,
| of course will be satisfactory o me. In
view of the future it will be well cnough;

CAROL WAS GREETED NOST WARMLY.

still there is no harry, Bergman will hardly
| be in working trim before the first oi the
! year."

“I feel well enough »ow, so far ns that s

concerned; but if T devide to sceept yoar
| kind offer, I should prefer stariing in at
thut time, Imust pay Uncle Amos a visit
meanwhile. He will not regard your offer
as gratefu'ly as I do, my dear sir, old fricads
though you are.”

“No. I forgot to mention that he called
on me to<lay. Thenew Lee in his bonnet
is making u groat buzz. Hoe warts to go
| into the detective business now himsell;
says he would not interfere with your case,
s0 came to me for employment. He wanted
the details of my loss of a year age, aml
thought that something might be saved 10
me yet. By the way, the police have con-
tirmation of the rumor that Edson is dead.
The fellow was o rascal, and all but ruined
me, yet [ can't help feeling sorry for him.
I've always believed there was a bolder
villain back of him. I don’t think it was in
him to concoct and ecarry out that schems
alone. If vou want work in the line that
your uncle has luid down, Norris, there is
that mystery for you to unravel, 1 dare
say, if the truth ever comes to light, we
will find that Edson benefited little by the
money he took. I would give something to
have the affair cleared up, if ouly 1o settle
the morbid doubis that come to me some-
times. Being cheated once, I must go to
fanering that T am =t the merey of thieves
and traitors—another rezson why Ishall be
glad to take you in, Norris. Supported by
two such stout pillnra as you and Lyman,
1 hope to got back my fath in human kind.
3 your Unelo Amos has his Little

cecentricitios, but & kinder beurt—an
| honester soul—God never put in a man's

body. Buigome, now that every thing is
sottled, let us join the ladies. They will
think we have deserted them.”

Taking it for granted that every thing was
scttled, he lad the way out.

It was not through any intention that Nor-
ris Bergman's eyes were fixed upon Childer
during the greater part of this speech.
Some change of expreasion caught his sight
first—a crecping pullor mounting under the
darlk skin and ehangigg it to o dull, leaden
hue, then a ook that was flushed at him of
defiance, resistance, fear - Norris scarcely
imew what—before he saak bis teeth sharp-
iy into his lip, and brought baclk the color to
his face by sheer foreo of will,

A vold shovk ran over the nerves of the
| vbserver. His owneves sunk. A horrible
suspicion went over him that Lyman Child-
er was tho deepoer villad: d the zbe
sconding casluer. The ide
| dismissed in a moment, yebl having Leen
| there it would come agui.

Carol looked up at him invitingly as they
entered the parlor, and taking the soat by
| her side, he soon forgot the unpleasuat ia-

prossion the interview had given bim, He
felt that he could not entertzin a doubt of
any one near and dear to her, all the more
that Lyman fuiled to sond any scowling loo%s
in their direction.

It was a perfoet evening.  Mr. Everleigh
dozed in his chair, and the young people
were left to their own doviecs. Tho clock
striliing eloven brought Lymoan to hia foot,

| and his sister followed hics into the hall to
help nim on with his overcoat, sl to see
that his mufller was closeiy wrappod about
his throat,

“Far 1 can’t have yvou takicg cold while 1
am away, Lyman. Now, aren't you repald

| for letting me come?™

I “Teail me one thing, Carol, was it 1o yon,
or Miss Everleigh, he was making love to

from the first!™

“j—1 don’t think it was to Althea,” mur-
| mured Carol, with the red chasing into
i her eneeles, and Lyman facod the wintry
nizht with a warmth about his heart which
no wind could chill.

Ho iad mot gone a dozen yards when
footsteps came up behind him, wond a hand
was laid roughly upon his arm.

“I've just got wind of what'a vp. Did
wou think you conld goahead with such busi-
| ness without over takuz me into considura-

tion. I thought I gave you o pretty strong

inkiinz of what I wanted, and you agreed

toit. NWow, by gum!? we'll get it into plaio

words, and sce how far I can depend om
| you.”

“I think you are exciting yoursell very
neediessly, Ingot,” réturned Lyman, con-
temptuously. **At any rate, don’t raise a
row on the street. Come to your plain .
words: I am willing to hear them, though
I don't recogmize your right to take me to
task in this manner, no matter what you

| may mean.”
The othor restrained himsell with an ef
| fort, and went on more quietly:
| “You know very well what my idea is re-
| garding your sister Carol.  She's tho daisy
for me, and I won't have any one interfer-
| ing with my chances. I dropped you a hiat
| that I dido’t want Bergman hanging around
| your house, and you as good as told me thad
| ¥ou would do any thing but encourage him.
| I'was fool enough to believe you, and now is
seems that you find an casy way to getout
| of breaking your word. You don't encour-
age him, but you send her into the house
where he is staying and kecp your back
turnped till the mischief is dono. Now, I
tell you, 1 wom't put up with any such
Adodges.”

+1 might ask, how are you going to help
rourself, but there's mo use quarreling
where wa don't really disagree, 1 give vou
my word, I did not know Bergman was thero
until to-night. If I had. 1 should have
| thoaght tvice about letting her go.”

Ingot wus ouly half sppeascd by this ex-

tion.

| “1 might believe that if it didu't smooth
‘;thnmform—:immm excuse to go
| as often us you likke: you avoyldn't care how
| much my fat is in the fire so your steak is
! all nght: but I tell you, it's to be sharo and
| share alike withus. If [ get Carol, you may
| have the fair Althea; if I miss her, I'll spoid
| your fun just for spite.”

Lymsa made a gesture of impatieace.
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RATLROAD TLLANIDS.

150,000 Acres in Ford, Hodgeman and
Gray Counties, Kansas.

L. T. PECK,

Eield Agent FREDERIKSEN & Co., Chicago, TIL

Low Prices, Long Time, Low Rate of Interest.

50,000 Acres in Ia., 200,000 in Minn.

R. E. PERRYMAN,

FI0USE AND SIGN PAINTER.

AND DEALYR IN

Plain and Decorative

Paper Ilangings.

With 30 Year’s Experience at my Busness,

I Think | can Cive Satisfaction to ail who may
Favor me with Patronage.

LANGTON HARDWARE (0

GENERAL STOCK

OF HARDWARE,

ACRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.

GARDEN AND FIELD SEEDS, GLASS, PAINTS, OILS,
WAGON-WOOD WORK AND BLACKSMITH IRON, PUMPS, ETC
AGENTS BAIN WAGON AND ECLIPSE WINDMILLS.

Cor. Chestnut St. and 2nd Ave.

DOGE CITY, EAS.

L. K. MC°I

NTYRE,

Dealer in

LUMBER AND HARDWARE

DOORS, SASH and WINDOWS,

LIME AND

TAR, - PLAIN, - CARPET

CEMENT,

- AND - WALL - PAPER,

Class, Paintg and OQils.

YARDS ON DRIDGE STREET, north of railread track, DODGE CITY, KANSAS.

Dodge City Agency.

Victor Bieyele

AND TRICYCLES.

A great variety of the easiest and most

durable machines made.

Bargains in Second-band Machines
HARRY ASHCROFT, Agent

—

BURSON, SHAW
& CO.

IPIONEER

REAL ESTATE

Law and Loan Agency.

Tollections and Iusurance Attended to.
FORD, KEANSAS.

Excelsior
LAUNDRY.

Gollars, Fine Shirts and
Cufis a Specialty.

Gentlemen’s Clothes Renovated.

I'wo Blocks West of Water Works, on
Maple Btreet

<. P. LATGHTOX, Prop. m_ CITY.

JACK SINCLAIR,

Fine Custom

TAILORING

I Carry a Cholee Line of the Pinest Im-
ported Suitings and Cloths,
and an Elegant line
of Fine Trim-
mings.

FIRST-CLASS FIT.
WORK GUARANTEED

Marsh Building,
Corner 5rd Avenue and Chestnnt 8t

\L. BATMPIELD

PHOTUGRAPH -; GALLERY.

Corner First Avenue and Walnut Street.

MERCHANTS STATE BANK.

EANSAS

DODGE CITYX,

CAPITAL STOCX, =~ ~  $80,000.00.

INTEREST PAID ON TINME DEPOSITS.

OEOD. B. COX, President. THOS. L. McCARTY. Vice-President.
CIIAS. H. MARTIN, Cashier.

DIRECTORS.
Geo. B. Coz. F. T. M. Wenie. T. L. MicCarty.
©O. Marsh. IL. L. Sitler. J. H. C-awford.

K. G. Collins. W. J. Fitzgerald

CORRESPONDENCE:—National Park Bank, New York. First National Dank,
Chicago. Citizens’ Nutional Bank, Kansas City.

Chas. L. Martin.

W. S. PAGAN,

Real Estate. Bonds and Morlpages

Cheapest Money in Western Kansas, and
on DBest of Terms.

No Commission. No Second Mortgage.

Agent for Crawford’s 2nd and 3rd Additions.

Office Over R. M. Wright’s Store.
WITI SQUIRE MOFFET. DODGE CITY, KANSAS

—
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MOST DIRECT, SAFEST, BEST AND MOST CONVENIENT
Means of intercommunication between all points in the States of KANSAS

and NEBRASKA. s ol
mmm NE-

‘This great
Lines in the United States, all
BRASKA, ILLINOIS, IOWA, MISSO MINNESOTA and DAKOTA.

THE CHICACO, KANSAS & NEBRASKA RAILWAY

the GREAT ROCK ISLAND ROUTE AT KANSAS CITY AND ST.
OSEPH FOR CHICAGO and points EAST, and makes close connection with

aﬂmnld? Railway Lines for ST LOUIS and EAST, SOUTH and
SOUTHEAST; and with the famous ALBERT L ROUTE to ST. PAUL,

MINNEAPOLIS, and points in the NORTHWEST. 2
By means of its central position, the substantial character of its construc-

tion, and its t, cansisting of restful RECLIN-
INGCHAIR CARS,

CARS,
and ELEGANT DAY COACHES, THE CHICAGO, KANSAS & NEBRAS-
dmm‘d to its patroms, and w©

accommodation.

NEBRAS RAILWAY are:

St. Joseph,
Kassns City,



